
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

##Jesus washed the disciples’ feet after the last supper. 
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Dear Friends, 
 
This letter will be my last one to you as your minister, because I will be on 
sabbatical when the July letter is due in.   This fact seems to telescope 
my last four months here and it feels very strange and sad.  We are all 
going to need to adjust to a new life.    At times like this it is good to 
remember that the work of God does not wholly depend on us.  We are all 
just links in a chain, important links, but links nonetheless.   No church 
can be described merely by the generation that lives at any one time or 
by any one minister.   It is true that my ministry here has been a long one 
and a happy one.   Funnily enough it was never my intention to stay here 
for seventeen years but that’s the way God has led us.   Seventeen years 
is nearly half a ministry, assuming I make it to 65 and that the URC 
doesn’t put up our retirement age, as looks likely!    I do not regret giving 
half my ministry to Buxton and Tideswell one bit.   It has been an 
adventure and a wonderful place to live and bring up our children.  So 
much has changed in the life of the two churches over the years.   The 
only surviving members of the Buxton congregation are Ken, Dorothy 
Phillips, Joan Neville, Wendy Stone and Hazel Harby – quite sobering 
really, and Tideswell has seen many people come and go and well as it 
fair share of bereavements.    It has been a particular joy to see a new 
congregation develop at Buxton and unity with our Methodist sisters and 
brothers in Tideswell – which in turn has loosed new life into that 
congregation. 
 
I had not planned to be on the move, and this time last year if anyone had 
told me I would be moving on to this new job I would have been amazed!   
At the same time I have worked hard at not getting comfortable here – 
regularly seeking God’s will and making sure as best anyone can that 
staying was genuinely God’s calling.  I can now honestly say it was.  Over 
the years there have been a number of “worthy” ministers who earnestly 
asked me if it was time I moved on, but you know, some people confuse 
discomfort with God’s will!    We all do it – being more impressed with the 
person who has heard God’s call to go to Outer Mongolia than the person 
who has heard God’s call to go to Sheffield ( mind you as a Lancastrian -I 
shall refrain !!!) 
 
For us all the only question worth asking is “where is God leading me/us 
now”.  Hearing that call does often involve a measure of discomfort 
because it involves change.  There can be no growth without change and 
obedience always involves change, not least repentance from old ways.  
Just think of the disciples as they followed Jesus for some three years,  



 
think of the changes they had to cope with.  When he left them they felt 
bereft but were about to go through the most amazing change of all as 
the promised Holy Spirit came to them.  If the church had resisted change 
and stayed in Jerusalem, happy with their own company, perhaps always 
using that upper room as their church base we here in England would 
never have known Jesus Christ.  God is always pushing us out and 
calling us on.  In both churches that will mean different things but God will 
lead you. 
 
On a personal level I am looking forward to this time of sabbatical.  I have 
not had any annual leave since last October and whilst we are not meant 
to count sabbatical time as leave, nevertheless the rest will be very 
welcome.  I am also looking forward to becoming Moderator; it’s an 
exciting challenge and new adventure for me – obedience to God’s call 
once again involving change.  Like 
the Ministry of Word and Sacrament 
however, it is not a calling to be 
entered on lightly or thoughtlessly 
and I am grateful for the processes 
of the church, the checks and 
balances and the prayers of God’s 
people in helping me and the 
church to discern this call. 
 
So, whilst I am not leaving you just 
yet, please let me take this 
opportunity to thank you for your 
hospitality to me and my family over 
the years and to say I wouldn’t have 
ministered anywhere else!  You 
have been and will always be a 
blessing and a joy. 

 
Much love in 
Christ 
 
Peter 

 



God’s creation in our garden 
 

This perfect little mouse 
about five centimetres long 

lives in a hole in our garden. 
He is so small but yet so perfect. 
He is one of God’s wonderful gifts 

he gives to us, 
making us feel joy in our hearts. 

Eileen Blane 



 
 
 

EVENTS ARRANGED BY  
CHURCHES TOGETHER  
IN BUXTON 
 
Lent Lunches and Services on 

Wednesdays April 6
th

 and 13
th

  

Lunches (soup & roll) 
12:15 to 1:15 pm 

at the Bath Road Church Centre.  

 

Services at 7:30 pm for approx. 45 mins.  
at the Bath Road Church Centre.  

 

 
 

 

 ‘An Impossible God’ with an actor and Methodist Minister, 
Simon Topping will be held at the Methodist Church on  
Saturday 9th April at 7:30pm. 

 

 Corbar Cross will probably be erected before Good Friday, 
aiming for the Monday of Holy Week. A small ceremony will 
be held at 9am on Good Friday April 22nd at the cross. 

 

 Good Friday walk of witness. Meet at St John’s Church at 
11:30am. 

 Churches Together Choir singing "Stabat Mater" by Karl 

Jenkins at Buxton Methodist Church on Good Friday 

Evening at 8pm. 

 Christian Aid Service will be at Fairfield Methodist Church 
on Sunday 15th May. 
 

 Picnic in the Pavilion Gardens Sunday 12th June from 
12:30pm. 

 

 



 

  
 

 
 
Lunch Club 

Thursday 7th April and 5th May 
at 1pm in the church hall 

 
Church Meeting 

Sunday 8th May 
after the morning service (12 noon approx.) 

 
Prayer & Reflection Meetings 
April 11th we will join the Week of Prayer at  
St. Anne’s Church, Bath Road. 
Come and go anytime between 7-10pm. 
 

Home group 

Alternate Mondays at 7:30 pm 
April 4th and 18th at 7 Wyedale Close 

 
Elders meeting 

Tuesday 12th April at 7:30 pm  
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
to be received by 
Eileen and Peter Blane by  
25

th
 April 

for the May publication. 
 
We appreciate your contributions so please keep them coming. 
To ensure your magazine is as informative as possible please keep us up-to-date 
with news and events.                 Tel: 01298 27591 or email peter@blane.co.uk 
 

Please also remember to send details of meetings and events to 
Alison Darby to collate in the church diary. 



 
 

 
 
3rd April 
 

 
Morning Worship - John Wood  
followed by Communion– Alison Darby 
 

 
13th April 
 

 
Morning worship – Brian Heeley 

 
17th April 
 

 
Morning worship – Margaret Gill 

 
24th April 
 

 
Easter Day Morning worship –  
Charles Jolly 
 

 
1st May 
 

 
Morning Worship - Elders 
with Communion– Alison Darby 
 

 

 

 

Change of address 
 

 

Alick and Mary 

Macdonald will be 

moving soon to 

49 Otterhole Close 

Buxton 

SK17 6DZ 

 

They will retain the same landline tel. no: 01298 22449 

Mary’s mobile: 07814313352 



 



Sunday Worship 

Family Service 10.30 a.m.  

 

Communion Service (1
st
 Sunday of each month) 

 

We offer a sincere, loving welcome to all in 
Christian Worship  

 

Minister:  Revd. Peter J Meek BSc. BD  
(Tel: 01298 27638) 

 
Secretary:  Alison Darby  

(Tel: 01298 26260) 
 

Web site:  www.buxtonurc.org.uk  
 

 
Weekly Activities for Children and Young People 

 

 Rainbows: Tues. 5 - 6pm 
Leader: Stephanie Sterndale 
(Mobile Tel No: 07967205209) 
 

 Brownies: Tues. 6 – 7:15pm 
Leader: Tracy Ryde 

 (Tel: 01298 79714) 
 

 Guides: Tues. 6pm 
Leader: Stephanie Sterndale 
(Mobile Tel No: 07967205209) 
 

 Pilots:  Thurs. 6:30 - 8pm 
Leader: Di Horne 
(Tel: 01298 83328) 

 
Other Activities 

 

 Home Group and Prayer & Reflection – alternate Mondays 

 Lunch Club – 1st Thursday  


