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Dear Friends�

“Greater love has no one than this: to lay down his life for his 
friends.”  Of course they are the well known words of Jesus 
Christ, recorded in John chapter 15.  He spoke them to his 
disciples not long before his trial and crucifixion. �

So what is our response?  Is it that of “passengers” or 
“interested, even grateful observers?”  We can look upon 
Jesus as he dies for our sins, as he expresses profound love, 
as he conquers all that is associated with the abuse of power, 
all that is evil in this world and beyond, and we can feel 
wonder.  We can also be tremendously thankful and rejoice 
in the fact that someone, indeed Someone, has done that for 
us.�

Many years ago a well known preacher who happened to 
belong to the Church of England, expressed in both writing 
and his preaching his anxiety that the above is precisely 
where too many modern Christians stop.  Faith too often 
goes no further.  Any sense of obligation, any notion of true 
discipleship, let alone any idea that Jesus might have set an 
example to follow does not enter the thinking of all too many 
modern Christians.  This was his concern.  Many agreed with 
him in his lifetime and many do today.  I think it is a perennial 
problem facing not only the modern church but one that has 
always faced the church.�

Clearly Jesus did not tread the path he did with no intention 
of his friends treading it too.  Of course he did not assume we 
would all be crucified or put to death in some other way, 
though some of his friends were.  But he did assume 



something.  He certainly assumed we’d put ourselves out for 
others, that we would not think of our own needs before the 
needs of others, that we would be servants of one another.  
You see to be a friend of Jesus means to emulate him.  In the 
very passage where his famous words are recorded, words 
we read in the first sentence, Jesus makes it absolutely clear 
that he is our friend but that friendship with him means 
obedience to him.�

We live in a world in which his teaching is especially 
unpopular, which is maybe why there is often an issue in the 
church today with this.  We are told to look out for ourselves 
first and the emphasis is on loving ourselves so that we can 
love others.  I wonder about that sometimes.  I wonder if it is 
not the other way around – that in loving others we find love 
for ourselves.�

Whatever our take on this is, there can be no doubt that 
Jesus took off the towel and washed and dried his friends 
feet.  He took the role of the household slave, and then he 
said “ You do the same as I have done.  I am your Lord and 
Teacher but I have been your servant – you are not greater 
than me, so do the same” (my paraphrase – John 13: 13-15).�

Jesus says something strange to the modern ear following 
this.  He says that if you do what he has done, lower yourself, 
forget your own needs and wants, and serve in humility your 
sister or brother you “will be blessed” (John 13: 17).�

It seems a strange way to get blessing, but then remember 
what the cross gave way to…………………..�

Love in Christ, Peter

 

 

 
 
4th April 
Easter Day 

 
Communion Service – Peter Meek 
 

 
11th April 
 

 
Morning worship - Brian Heeley 

 
18th April 
 

 
Morning worship – Peter Meek 

 
25th April 
 

 
Morning worship - John Wood 

 
2nd May 
 

 
Vision 4 Life Prayer Year Service with 
Communion – Peter Meek 
 

 
 

Christian Aid Week 
 

Sunday 9th May 2010 - Saturday 15th May 2010 
�
Christian Aid Week is seven amazing days of fundraising, prayer 
and action against global poverty. We want people to add their 
time, money and voices, and see them multiplied to make an 
impact around the world through Christian Aid.  
�
 
A special service at the start of Christian Aid Week will be held  
on Sunday 9th May at 6pm at the United Reformed Church. 
 
A Coffee morning will be held on Saturday 15th May. 

·  Details to be announced.��
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From the Women’s  
World Day of Prayer 

Committee 
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Lunch Club 
Thursday 1 st April and 6 th May 
at 1pm in the church hall 
 

Coffee and Conversation  
Thursday 15 th April 

and 20 th May  
at 10.30 am at 13 Darwin Avenue. 

. 
 
 

Prayer & Reflection Meetings 
Alternate Mondays at 7:30 pm 
12th & 26th April at 31 Temple Road  
 

Home group 
Alternate Mondays at 7:30 pm 

19th April at 7 Wyedale Close 
 

Church Meeting 
Sunday  16th May 
after the morning service (12 noon approx.)  

Elders Meeting 
Wednesday  28th April 

 
 

 
 
 
to be received by 
Eileen and Peter Blane by  
Monday 26 th April 2010  
 

for the May publication. 
We appreciate your contributions so please keep them coming. 
To ensure your magazine is as informative as possible please keep us up-to-date 
with news and events.                 Tel: 01298 27591 or email peter@blane.co.uk 
 

Please also remember to send details of meetings an d events to 
Alison Darby to collate in the church diary. 



Secretary’s Report to Buxton URC Annual General 
Meeting  07/03/2010  

 
Well, Buxton United Reformed church is two hundred years old this year!  
In some ways it’s hard to believe. Two hundred years of Christian 
witness!  Of ordinary, working people gathering together to worship God 
here, to have fellowship with like-minded people, and to spread the 
Gospel in the surrounding community. For me, reading together, as we 
did in one of our special services, the words of the early covenant drawn 
up by the pastor and a number of church members was very moving.  It 
suddenly made me feel very close to those people, for, as someone 
commented we, today, could assent to the words of the covenant made 
all those years ago. 
 
From the little we know of the early years of the church, the church had a 
rocky start, closing after a few years and then reopening a little later.  We 
know too that it had its ups and downs in the last century, experiencing 
times when things went well, but also a time of division and the closure of 
the large building it had moved into in 1861.  But God’s hand was on the 
church throughout those 200 years.  He has been with us, leading us and 
sustaining us and God still is with us today.   
 
And another thing that I think we can be sure of is that there has been a 
tremendous amount of quiet, dedicated service by faithful church 
members over those years.  If members had not been prepared to give 
sacrificially of their time and money we would not be here today 
celebrating our bi-centenary. 
 
I am proud to say that that faithful, sacrificial service by church members 
continues, and is clearly evident in the life of the church today. It is seen 
in the work with children and young people, both week by week and 
through special events such as the Holiday Club; the pastoral care given 
by minister, elders and members to those in difficult circumstances; the 
work with older people; the production of a church magazine every 
month; service in looking after the building, administering the finances, 
liasing with community groups using the premises, cutting the grass, and 
many, many other activities.   
 
Thank you to everyone who works so hard in these and all the other 
activities of the church. May God continue to bless us in the coming year 
as we work together to serve Him. 

Alison Darby 

ELECTION HUSTINGS 
 
 
A joint initiative by the Buxton Tearfund Group and Buxton Christian 
Aid Committee Campaigning. 
  
A group of Christians from several churches in Buxton is organising 
Hustings at which the prospective parliamentary candidates in High Peak 
may be questioned on Party policies. Provided there is no change to the 
anticipated date of the general election, the Hustings will be held on 
Saturday 24th April from 11.00am to 1.00pm at St John’s Church in 
Buxton. 
 
Whilst this event is being organised as a service to the whole community, 
it does provide an excellent opportunity for Christians to ask questions on 
issues about which they are particularly concerned. Politicians will take 
notice if enough of their constituents raise the same subjects as being of 
major importance, particularly in a marginal seat like High Peak. Church 
members are encouraged to submit questions to enable them to ascertain 
each candidate’s / Party’s stance. In order to allow a wide range of topics 
to be discussed, most questions will be collated in advance and combined 
where possible.  
 
Please submit any questions for the candidates to:- 
Malcolm Heyward ( mandmheyward@tiscali.co.uk ;  
or by post to 129 Lightwood Road, Buxton, Derbyshire SK17 6RW). 
 
For further information, or for offers of help in organising the event, 
please contact :- 
Malcolm Heyward or  
Rosie Shipley ( rosemaryshipley@yahoo.co.uk ). 
 
For those who are unable to attend on 24th April, there will be another 
opportunity to meet the candidates on Tuesday 27th April at 7.30pm at 
the Revival Church in New Mills.  
 
If you have any general questions about the Hustings, ask Charles Jolly 



Short Election Briefings (Development) 
�
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On 14th April I will go back again to Fairhaven Special Needs 
School in Alexandria.  This is the third year that Highway 
Projects has arranged a team at the school. Each year some 
of the previous team members go again and some new team 
members join them. Laura Gill from Tideswell will be our 
leader again this year. 
 
Fairhaven has some 300 children and 60 staff. There are 
both Christian and Muslim staff and children. If ever there 
was a good example of different cultures and religions 
working peacefully and successfully together this is it. You 
will never find Fairhaven mentioned in any newspapers, on 
TV, or on the radio because good news does not make news. 
The school is run by the El Saray Evangelical Church, which 
helps the poorest members of the community. The school 
has negligible resources, by our standards. 
 
Once again, we will join the children and their teachers in 
their classrooms as teaching assistants. The children have 
levels of need ranging from severe to mild but mostly the 
former. Many cannot understand their own language (Arabic) 
so us not knowing that language is not a barrier either!  We 
work with smiles, expressions and using “this is one we made 
earlier” techniques. 
 
Our theme this year is facial expressions. So we will be 
drawing, gluing, cutting and sticking things to show happy, 
sad, puzzled etc faces which they can make into masks or 



hang on the wall. We will also be looking at the story of 
Jonah and the Whale (which also appears in the Koran) and 
the various expressions that Jonah had on his face during his 
voyage. 
 
People have been asking me how they can help – well, I 
need 500 faces please!  The most useful things are paper 
plates seven inches wide (18 centimetres). We can give each 
child one of these each day and they can draw on them, cut 
them out and stick things on to them to make faces. Also, 
things to stick on (straws, feathers, wobbly eyes, coloured 
shapes etc) are very useful. The usual coloured pencils and 
crayons are also essential. Felt tips are not good with the 
children as some of them press them too hard and flatten the 
ends. It is easier to re-sharpen coloured pencils! 
 
I will be buying my final stock on Monday 12th April so if 
anyone would like to donate items please can I have them 
before then – thank you very much. 
 
Please could you pray for the members of the team, for the 
staff at Fairhaven and for the 300 children who only have this 
little church run school to provide for all their education in 
their difficult lives. 
 
And here is a picture 
from last year – the 
theme was fruit and it 
was Tomato Day! 
 
Many thanks, 
Roger. 
 
 

  

 

The service led by Revd. Terry 
Oakley 

28th March 2010 
 

The Church is wherever God’s 
people are praising 

Words by Carol Ikeler  
 
The Church is wherever God’s people 
are praising, 
singing their thanks for his goodness this 
day. 
The Church is wherever disciples of 
Jesus 
remember his story and walk in his way. 

The Church is wherever God’s people 
are helping, 
caring for neighbours in sickness and 
need. 
The Church is wherever God’s people 
are sharing 
the words of the Bible in gift and in deed. 
 



 

 

 
Thank you to all those 
that worked behind the 
scenes in the kitchen 
cooking; laying up and 
decorating the tables; 
for doing seemingly 
endless washing up; 
the servers, furniture 
movers and tidy-uppers! 
You were all great! 

 Time to chat before lunch! 
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·  Rainbows:  Tues. 5 - 6pm 

Leader: Stephanie Sterndale 
(Mobile Tel No: 07967205209) 
 

·  Brownies:  Tues. 6 – 7:15pm 
Leader: Tracy Ryde 

 (Tel: 01298 79714) 
 

·  Guides:  Tues. 6pm 
Leader: Stephanie Sterndale 
(Mobile Tel No: 07967205209) 
 

·  Pilots:   Thurs. 6:30 - 8pm 
Leader: Di Horne 
(Tel: 01298 83328) 
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