


Dear friends,
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departure from Buxton is now getting quite close, and so the saying

has some impact! But actually, there is a better saying which we can
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we move away to Chesterfield, we will find more blessings from God

lie ahead, and you, as you remain in Buxton will find a similar future
without a minister will lead to nothing but goodAs Jesus said in John
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God prunes so thatt iwill be even more
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with good grace, because of what Iie"
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roses back so much, looking forward
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So | think thatthe Church generally in this country has been facing
pruning, not necessarily of numbers, but of ideas and ways of doing
things that have been fruitful in the past in order that the Church can
be fruitful again in the future. Maybe one of those things listt
churches should not become so dependent on having a minister in
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We will be moving to Walton on the edge of Chesterfield, as most of

you know, at the end of August. Debbie will continue in work for a
while, but I shallbe ep2 NAy 3 a2YS GKAy3a 6KAO
full opportunity to do for a whileg family history, painting, music,

walking in the hills. | will also be part of a church where | can
hopefully bepart of a team where | am not the leader, and lose the
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tend to be the sort of farewell address made just before death (as

with Joshua or David), or else made when not expectmgde his

hearers again (Paul in Acts 20). Jesus, of course, commissioned His



disciples to go and make other disciples and promising to be with
them all through (Matthew 28). Paul does end his letters with a kind
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the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God and the fellowship of the
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blessing we can sine.

With love,
Steve

May the road rise to meet you

May the wind be always at your back,

May the sun shine warm upon your face,
The rains fall soft upon your fields and,
Until we meet again,

May God hold you in the palm of His hand.

Thank You Steve andl Debbie!

Six years ago, when Peter Meek left us and went on to take up the

role of Moderator of the Synod, the Church members contributed to

I &t NeBaRO dage&document which set out who we were, wha

we do and the type of new minister we would like.
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got it right because we finished up with Steve!

Shortly after his arrival Steve gave us his view on his calling in Buxton
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items adding that it was not a comprehensive list and it waly dis

main areas of working. If you read that list today you will see that



Steve has achieved all of them (and we can all add extra things he has
done).

We can all give examples from our memories; particular ones are a
day spent riding through 100 LonddJnderground stations with him
and the Pilots on a fundraising event for their Mission Direct trip to
Zambia, his skills in the kitchen at Lunch Clubs, his ecumenical
approach, his ever present humour, his involvement with Churches
Together, his involvenm# with Zink and High Peak Homeless Help, his
Sunday morning sharing sessions, playing the flute and guitar, his
encouragement of the Fellowship
Group, never wearing a dog collar,
dancing around when delivering his
sermons, his planning of our future
strudure, introducing us to new
worship songs, his explanations of
scripture in Home Groups, the
pleasant evenings we spent at the
Manse, his summetime outdoor
suppersg the list goes on, and on.

And with him came Debbie; his
right hand person and always tteto support him, and us. We have
enjoyed her humour, and have marvelled how she does everything
from a demanding job in the NHS, to supporting their children and
grandchildren and helping Steve, with all he has done for us.

It easy for us to forget @t not only have Steve and Debbie done

these things for us, they have also done the same for Fountain Square
Church, Tideswell. Not to
mention that Steve has alsc
overseen the planning of a majo
re-construction project there,g

months. We do hope that he will
be able to return to the grand re



opening of Fountain Square next year.

When Steve retires at the end of August it is, for us, the end of an era.
Not only the end of five wonderful years wiBteve and Debbie but
also the end of being provided with a minister by the URC. We look
forward to our different future with hope and excitement, knowing
that God has it all in hand if we listen to him.

Farewell Steve and Debbie, thank you so much foyallhave done
for us, and we all wish you the very best in your retirement.

(This article was written by several peopfieour church

On Sunday 22" July there will be farewell

lunch for Steve and Debbie. This will follow

the morning service and wilbea 6 br i ng and
s har e 6 Pleasa coime to the lunch, if you

can, to express our appreciation for all that

Steve and Debbie have achieved in Buxton

and Tideswell.

Buxton Community Café

6™ July 2018, serving from 5.30pm to around 6.30pm

The United Reformed Church in Buxton hosts the café which is open

to everyone. Serving wholesome food in a welcoming place, the café
uses ingredients that are surplus in the supply chain. The next café on

6™ July is a preheatre meal: at 7pm there is an opportunity to see
lffSaiNBS ¢KSIFGNBE DNRdzZLIQ& LINE RdzOU
an Agatha Christie style detective story about Margaret Rutherford.

Tickets for the play are £7 and available from Bux@pera House.
The café is run on a pay what you feel basis, you can come to the café
or the play or both!



Buxton United Reformed Church

Everyone is welcome to come to our
Sunday Services

July 1st 10.30 am | Morning Worship i Mark Houghton
July 8th 10.30 am | Communion Service i Steve Fisher
July 15th 10.30am | Fellowship Service

July 22nd 10.30 am | Morning Worship i Steve Fisher
July 29th 10.30 am | Morning Worship i Charles Jolly
August 5th 10.30 am | Communion Service i Steve Fisher

August 12th

10.30 am

Morning Worship i Charles Jolly

August 19th

10.30 am

To be arranged

August 26th

10.30 am

To be arranged

September 2nd

10.30 am

Morning Worship i Mark Houghton




Thank you, High Pe&kommunity Arts

We used to have a room at Church called “The Blue Room”. Then it was repainted and we called it
“the Coffee Room”; now we have new green curtains so perhaps it should be renamed the Green
Coffee Room or the Coffee Green Room.

The new green curtains are the work of High Peak Community Arts who regularly use our building.
This is a charity which uses the arts as a tool to creative positive changes in the lives of local people.
Many of their members have disabilities and the organisation works in such a way that art is
accessible to all.
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Please do go and admire the curtains. The project is called
“Bird Life Textiles” and was led by Amanda Whewell. The
designs show owls, swallows, swans and other birds and
include many
interesting shapes
and colours.




The church contributed
towards the cost of the
materials used but the
labour, designs and
artwork have been
donated to the church by
High Peak Community
Arts.

The curtains were formally
“opened” on Monday 18"
June when church
members met with the
Arts group and talked with
the artists.

Thank you to all of those
at High Peak Community
Arts who made these
curtains for us. They will
be admired for many
years to come.

CHARLES AND ALISON JOLLY

Invite you and your family members, including children,
to help them celebrate and give thanks for their

GOLDEN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

on Saturday 4th August 2018

AT HOME with refreshments, lunahd
afternoon teaon Saturday 4th August.
Drop in between 11 am and 6 pm

at 13 Darwin Avenue, Buxton, SK17 6NF

Strictly no gifts but donations to mark the occasion

can be made to Christian Aid on the day.



TRUST AND REST

Most of April was inhospital

For tests and operations.

Doctors, nurses, all the staff

Showed amazing dedication.
Stevebds message was trust
So lknew what | had to do.

The night | was admitted

By a wonderful ambulance crew.

It really was another world.

| was vey on my own. Y E A R S
Leaving all I once held dear, OF TH E N HS
My hubbie and my home. 1948 - 2018

God is amazing.
So big and so in charge.
| had to wait, watch and wonder.

Me so small and Him so large. It is the 70th

Be still and know that He is God. anniversary of the
Was all that | could do. NHS on 5th July.

A test of faith and experience Thank and pray for

Amongst the girls in blue.
g g the system

So many different people.

The uniformed brigade.

Busy, busy all the time

In blue, green and grey.

Everyone wanted the best.
Improvementand healing the aims.
They all wanted to see me better
My health for me to gain.

| was really veryulnerable

There was no other way

Than to trust and rest in Him alone.
YES Heds got the

When | am in the stm
The storm is not in me.
Whateve things decide to come
HE will be my peace.
Fiona Bingham
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~ " CHURCHES Churches Together in Buxton {CTiB}

1:. TGSETHER report to Buxton URC 2018 AGM.

In Buxton

In 2017/18The churches have continued to work well together. GE8run
various activities, and has held services in a number of the churches in the
town.

For example, inJanuary the Buxton Community Church hosted the annual
Service for Peace and Christian Unityhe well attended service
concentrated on prayer angorship, and those present experienced a time
of fellowship as Christians from different denominations broke bread
together.

The Lenten Lunches took place at Bath Road Centre beginning on Shrove
Tuesday, and as in previous years were well supported.

The CTiB committee decided not to organise Lenten Services or Groups this
year, but to think about whether to hold them next year.

There was a Good Friday Walk of Withess and a musical meditation in the
evening.

Open the Book, the group continues\isit local schools and has added St
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The Churches in Buxton guide book has had a very good take up in the town,
hotels are keen to have copies and the Palace asked for 186 copigsione

room. CTIB agreed to fund the printing of a further 400 copies.

The Town Chaplaincy meets monthly to pray and encourage. There are now
four chaplains in the town and one in Higher Buxton. The ministry has been
coordinated by the Revd Steve Fisher.

All are welcome at the Last Friday prayer (for Buxton) meeting, normally at
Chapter and Verse-8pm. The venue can alter so please check with Alison or
Jennie before coming along.

Student Sunday took place on"1Bebruary and churches were encouraged
to support this.

A celebration of Fairtrade took place in the Dome on Marfth 6

This focused on Fairtrade Beauty products.



Christian Aid week was $30 19" May. The service was at St Peters at 6pm
on Pentecost Sunday, '?(May and combined Pentecost/@ktian Aid.
CTIB supported the MAY FAIR on Monday MAYith music,
refreshments and Childrens activities, in the Methodist church on the
market place.

Alison Darby

The Zink Project (formerly High Peak Foodbank)
Update

Your support for High Pedoodbank at The Zink Project has
enabled the charity to concentrate more on preventing poverty
through its Zink Employability and Zink Advice arms. Recent
successes have enabled Zink to increase its work coaching staff
three fold and over 200 people haveceived welfare of

housing advice and support.

Donations to help cover running costs and meet the match
funding requirements of our main funder, The Big Lottery, are
always welcome via our website:
www.highpeakfoodbank.co.ukrhis month we are short of
tinned meat, plastic carrier bags, toiletries, UHT milk and toilet
rolls.

Best wishes and thanks again [
for your support y -
Zink Employability

From everyone at The Zink Oui heli, yoir fiffure

Project.
RIDING ! have adate for another visit to Buxtby Riding
S i S Lightslt isWed 28 November
AlisonDarby
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Further information will be available the October
magazine.
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http://www.highpeakfoodbank.co.uk/

Fellowship meal

at Debbie and
St eveds
20" June




Fellowship meal at
Debbie an
home on 28 June
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