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 Dear Friends, 
 
We live in a world in which forces beyond our control seem to 
govern our lives.  Whether it is the world financial crisis, the 
war in Afghanistan, climate change or the mass migration of 
people, we can feel overwhelmed.   Perhaps if our churches 
were on estates like Easter Houses in Glasgow or Moss Side 
in Manchester or the East End of London we would feel 
overwhelmed by gang warfare and the drugs market culture. 
 
Such feelings are nothing new.  Most of human history is 
described by forces greater than us controlling our lives, or 
seeming to anyway.  
 
Our Lord Jesus came into history 
at one such time.  A time of crisis, 
a crossroads, a crux for Israel.  His 
nation dominated and governed by 
an often brutal foreign power and 
people feeling helpless as they 
hoped for self determination once 
again. 
 
It would be right to think of Christ’s crucifixion as standing at 
the cross-roads (all puns intended!) of history, not only for 
Israel but Rome and the known world of the day.  Soon Israel 
would be no more and the Roman Empire would be about to 
change forever as Christianity was born. 
 
Jesus shows us that God is not immune to our feelings of 
being at the mercy of brutal forces beyond our control – for 
us at the moment banks and the finance markets as they 
drag countries into the mire.  One well respected politician 
said today “ We haven’t seen anything yet!”  But actually 
there is a force much greater than these brutal, beastly 
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forces.  He is Love.  It was such faith that kept Jesus asleep 
in the boat and gave him the courage to go to the cross 
willingly.  He took the cruel forces of this world, represented 
by Pilate, the Empire, the soldiers and the baying of public 
opinion, on as he died for us.  In refusing to play their game – 
something he’d refused from the Judean Wilderness 
onwards, and in taking the way of loving sacrifice instead, he 
overcame them. 
 
Jesus shows us that God enters into our real life situations, 
and he is not absent.  But God calls us to a better way, to 
raise our eyes upwards and to see the bigger picture and a 
different future.  Christ crucified and Christ risen helps us to 
do that.  We say, “Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will 
come again”.  This is faith 
straight from the New 
Testament, and it was the faith 
that saw the early church 
through terrible times.  It is faith 
that has seen the church keep 
its head while all others lose 
theirs in many times since the 
early days. 
 
Our calm and confident faith, 
not in “it will all work out” but in Jesus Christ, will be a witness 
to a world that is entering a time of change such as has not 
been seen in hundreds of years. 
 
May the crucified and risen Lord Jesus keep your hearts and 
minds in the knowledge of his love and grant you his peace. 
 
Love in Christ 
 
Peter 
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Women’s World Day of 
Prayer 

Friday 5 th March 2010 2pm . 
Buxton URC 

All are welcome to join in the 
service. 
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Lunch Club 
Thursday 4 th March and 1 st April  
at 1pm in the church hall 
 

Coffee and Conversation  
Thursday 18 th March  

at 10.30 am at 13 Darwin Avenue. 
. 
 
 

Prayer & Reflection Meetings 
Alternate Mondays at 7:30 pm 
8th and 22nd March at 7 Wyedale Close 
 

Home group 
Alternate Mondays at 7:30 pm 

1st and 15th March at 31 Temple Road  
 

Church Meeting (AGM) 
Sunday  7th March 
after the morning service (12 noon approx.)  

Elders Meeting 
Wednesday  24th March (provisional) 

 
 

 
 
 
to be received by 
Eileen and Peter Blane by  
Monday 29 th March 2010  
 

for the April publication. 
We appreciate your contributions so please keep them coming. 
To ensure your magazine is as informative as possible please keep us up-to-date 
with news and events.                 Tel: 01298 27591 or email peter@blane.co.uk 
 

Please also remember to send details of meetings an d events to 
Alison Darby to collate in the church diary. 
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February 22nd to March 7th 

 is Fairtrade Fortnight . 
 

Friday 5th March 2pm. at Buxton URC 
Women’s World Day of Prayer 

 
 

 
EVENTS ARRANGED BY 
CHURCHES TOGETHER 

IN BUXTON 
 
 

Lent Lunches and Services on Wednesdays 
March 3rd 10th 17th & 24th 
 

Lunches (soup & roll) 
12:15 to 1:30 pm 

at the Bath Road Church Centre.  
(URC responsible for lunch on March 24th) 

 
Services at 7:30 pm for approx. 45 mins.  

(URC responsible for service on March 3rd) 
 
 
Week of continuous prayer 21st to 28th March.  

Sign up at the Buxton Christian Bookshop, Market Street. 
 

April 2nd (Good Friday)  
o 11:30 am walk of witness starting at St. John’s Church 
o 8 pm at Buxton Methodist Church. 

‘Lead Kindly Light’ – devotional music and reflective readings by the 
Churches Together Choir. 

 

 

4 Ps for Haiti 
 
It is good to give an event a name – but sometimes it is hard to remember 
why one called it that. So we kept reminding ourselves that “4Ps” stand 
for “Pilots’ Pies, Peas and Puddings”. 
 
It was the young people of our Pilots group who wanted to do some 
fundraising for Haiti and anything that involves eating is always a winner 
with them. They really worked hard in both the planning and execution 
stages of the evening, which included a secret auction.  
 
They donated items for sale and helped in the setting out and numbering 
of everything.  Some lots had the same number but this was resolved by 
forgetting about the lot numbers altogether when it came to the actual 
sale! 
 

Church members, Pilots’ friends and relations and others attended the 
event in good numbers and the final tally at the end of the night, after the 
cost of the food, was £178. This has since grown to nearly £200.  So we 
were able to send nearly £100 to each of Christian Aid and Tearfund. 

 



 
Many thanks to everyone who cooked, helped, washed up, contributed 
items for sale and bought things. Also thank you to those who simply 
donated money and wanted nothing in return. Our thanks also to Lomas 
Foods and Morrisons for good deals on the food. 
 
Whilst on the topic of earthquakes we spent one Pilots evening thinking 
about living in earthquake zones and what one has to do when the worst 
comes.  We heard about what British charities are doing in Haiti. We also 
discovered that children of Pilot age on the west coast of the USA 
routinely know all about earthquakes, emergency planning and 
evacuation procedures. California might be nice and warm but we agreed 
we would rather be in cold Buxton than live over the San Andreas fault !  
 

From the Pilots’ leaders. 

 

�
Thanks also to all who supported the Buxton Big Bake  

organised by 
Buxton Churches Together and the Women’s Institute.  

 
Over £3000 was raised for the DEC Haiti appeal. 

�
 

 

 

 

���������	
����� �����������	��
���� �

��
����������
�
��������������������� 
����������� �������
��
���
�


���


�����
��������	�������
���	���������������������� ������
�
��������������������������������������
����������	� ���
�������������������������������
������������������� 	����
��������������������������
����������
�
�
��	������ ����
��
��������	���������
�	����
���
��������
��������� �
�
��
�	��
���
�����
��������������
��
���
������
� !� 
����
������
��������
��
�
�������
���������
��������
��� 
�����
�

�

 

As some of you will remember Roger and I have been involved 
with the Street Boys Programme of Scripture Union Peru since 
1998 and although we haven’t been working over there for several 
years now we still receive updates as to what is happening. Below 
is the latest news sent by Paul Clarke, Director of Scripture Union 
Peru.   Paul’s son Billy has now taken over managing the 
Streetboys Programme.  I hope you will find this of interest and will 
remember them in your prayers. - Di Horne 

Dear Friends, 
You will probably recall the January floods in the Cusco region with 
trapped tourists being airlifted to safety. Sadly the boy’s home in 
the Sacred Valley – after 7 years of work to get it open – has been 
completely destroyed. Billy writes: 
 
Dear  friend, 
“Do you want the bad news or the good news?” A phrase often 
used to entice your audience into wondering. This time, however, 
the matter at hand is simple and straight forward and it’s important 
that you know exactly what happened in Cusco last week so that 
you can pray appropriately. 



Our home for abandoned street kids collapsed completely and was 
swept away by incessant rains. The course of the river shifted and 
descended on our building with brutal momentum, peeling its 
adobe walls from the foundation, that served as a blotting paper for 
a few hours before the walls and heavy roof thundered to the 
ground. 

That’s the bad news. 

Only a few nights before the rains had started, Héctor and Maritza 
(our Cusco house parents) and the 42 boys at the home boarded a 
bus for a 27 hour ride across the Andes and through the desert to 
the Pacific (Kawai). For the boys it was the first time to see the 
ocean. Héctor had saved from his budget for months and the trip 
was a dream come true. When their house fell to the ground in 
Cusco, every last one of our boys was safe, enjoying life as a child 
should, laughing and sharing, kicking a ball and being loved. 

That’s the good news, but there’s more! 

I had lunch yesterday with the man who had gifted the money for 
our Cusco home. Not a lunch date I had anticipated and certainly 
not one I was looking 
forward to. As soon as 
we had found a table 
and ordered a drink, my 
friend mentioned the 
news, the BBC and the 
rain in Cusco. “I heard 
last night that quite a 
number of tourists are 
stranded in Machu 
Picchu.” Then the 
dreaded moment.  
“How are things at the 
home?” 

 
Rescuers in Machu Picchu area by Andrew Whalen 

 

After almost two hours and a plate of food I seemed to never finish, 
my friend uttered seven words I shall repeat over and over again in 
my mind, the words that soothed and silenced my worries, words I 
should have had more faith to predict; “It’s just money, let’s build it 
again”. 

So there you have it. The bad news and the good news.  

Naturally, we need to temporarily relocate the boys (Ica) and 
examine where best to rebuild. For those of you who frequently 
visit us and have Cusco on your calendar, I am committed to 
getting you back there this summer. We will cross each bridge as 
we get to it and, if reconstruction needs to be postponed, I will offer 
you very exciting options, where little boys just like those in Cusco 
will be waiting for a home to be built.! 

Please pray for the big Cusco family, now on the Pacific coast for 
longer than expected, for the little boys who have already lost so 
much and yet have still trusted us with their futures, for Héctor and 
Maritza and for those of us making decisions that will affect their 
lives. 

Warmest greetings, Billy 

A video showing the extent of the flooding and damage can be 
seen at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ETSahqvXx9A 

At the moment, we are looking for a house in the Sacred Valley to 
house temporarily the 42 boys in order to begin school on March 
1st.  Then, we need to find another piece of land and construct 
again – this time in concrete instead of the adobe that is used in all 
of that area. 

Just like when we lost KIMO, many years ago, and now we have 
an even better KIMO.  God is in control and we trust Him.-      
 
Paul & Marty 

Submitted by Di Horne 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
7th March 
 

 
Communion Service – Peter Meek 

 
14th March 
Mothering Sunday 

 
Morning Worship – Di Horne 

 
21st March 
 

 
Morning Worship – Peter Meek 

 
28th March 
Palm Sunday 

 
Morning Worship – Terry Oakley,  the URC 
Moderator for the East Midlands Synod 
 

 
4th April 
Easter Day 

 
Communion Service – Peter Meek 
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Buxton United Reformed Church  
Annual General Meeting 

Sunday 7th March 
After the morning service (12 noon approx.) 

Sunday Worship 
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·  Rainbows:  Tues. 5 - 6pm 

Leader: Stephanie Sterndale 
(Mobile Tel No: 07967205209) 
 

·  Brownies:  Tues. 6 – 7:15pm 
Leader: Tracy Ryde 

 (Tel: 01298 79714) 
 

·  Guides:  Tues. 6pm 
Leader: Stephanie Sterndale 
(Mobile Tel No: 07967205209) 
 

·  Pilots:   Thurs. 6:30 - 8pm 
Leader: Di Horne 
(Tel: 01298 83328) 
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