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Minister’s Report to Buxton AGM 2010 
 

2009 was a year of tremendous change in the life of our 
Synod. Pastorates which had previously been deemed to 
warrant a full time minister were no longer deemed so. This 
has produced a really unsettled phase for local churches in 
this Synod. Churches now must prove why they should have 
a minister and justify warranting ministry — usually by being 
a mission focused church which is exploiting in the best way, 
the mission potential of the area. 
 
As ministers have moved new and larger groups of churches 
have been formed — in other places churches have banded 
together in team ministries. 
 
Some clergy have been asked to take on greater 
responsibility in the Synod — Mission Enablers and Pastoral 
Consultants — the latter being a new role for me across 
Derbyshire. 
 
Why has this happened? There are reasons that are 
inevitable and ones that are less so. Inevitably with a decline 
in income for the URC and a decline in membership there is 
a need for less ministers. General Assembly decided a few 
years ago that the number of ministers ought to track the 
decline in membership. Equally that the ministers the URC 
has should be shared out fairly across all our Synods. East 
Midlands Synod has kept too many posts open compared to 
other Synods — although we have not filled them in any 
case. There are less people training for ministry though, 
praise God, the average age of candidates has come down 
significantly — we can take hope that more young people are 
now training for the ministry. It is, as one Moderator said “a 
minister’s market”. However that is only partly true and many 
ministers are losing their jobs or feeling deeply insecure in 



their posts. Of course other jobs are always available if you 
are prepared to go anywhere in the British Isles. In that we 
are not immune from what everyone else is going through. 
 
Less inevitably is that the Mission Council of the URC is 
trying to square the circle of finances — the problem with this 
is it becomes self fulfilling —focus on the lack of money to 
pay ministers and you’ll get less ministers anyway. We’ve 
seen a plummeting in the number of people candidating and 
most people are of the opinion that the conditions in the URC 
today mean it puts people off giving their working lives to the 
church. 
 
However things are nowhere near as bad as they might have 
been! When I candidated for the ministry 25 years ago a man 
who became Moderator of General Assembly and a Synod 
Moderator asked me why I wanted to become a URC 
minister when the forecasts showed that the URC would be 
closed by the time I reached the age of 48! Well I am not 
there yet but the URC is still very much here. 
 
Another huge change of recent times has taken place in the 
ecumenical landscape. As the Archbishop of Canterbury said 
in 2008 “We are in an ecumenical winter”. The Church of 
England and the Methodist Church have both told the URC 
that they are not interested in further talks about unity. 
Moreover clergy are now being told by their bishops to focus 
on the growth of their own churches and to pay much less 
attention to ecumenism. This has led to URC Moderators 
Meeting and Mission Council telling the UR churches that 
whether we like it or not we are here to stay and we need to 
find our purpose in the new market place that has been 
created. Thus Vision 2020 Vision for Life and the God is Still 
Speaking year next year —plus several books by some of our 
best thinkers on the Reformed Tradition. We stopped thinking 

about who we were in 1972 because who we had become 
was a church born to die as we united with other Christian 
churches. Those very Christian churches have now said to us 
— “not interested”. Of course uniting is still happening at the 
local level our church in Tideswell is evidence of that. 
 
It is into this landscape that local URCs have landed. 
Therefore we are beginning to ask churches to think about 
their mission — LMMR is being rolled out — every four years 
local churches will conduct a local mission and ministry 
review and ministers will be reflecting on their work and 
futures every two years.  
 
So it’s a time of great upheaval. Yet it is in such times that 
often God surprises us the most. “The best is yet to be” is a 
good motto for a Christian to live with. It’s good for a local 
church too! 

Peter Meek 
 

 
 
CLIMATE EMERGENCY OVERNIGHT VIGIL 
  
There will be an overnight vigil in Parliament Square, Westminster, to 
emphasize to the new Government the importance of effective and urgent 
action on Climate Change.  The event is organized by the Campaign 
Against Climate Change.  This will commence with a service in St Martin 
in the Fields (preacher Mark Dowd of Operation Noah) at 11 pm.  There 
will then be a candle lit procession, and a prayer vigil from 1.30 am to 
4.30 am.  At 5 am there will be a resounding Call to Action with Alphorn 
and Brass, followed by breakfast.  I've booked my train tickets!  I'm sure 
there is space if you would like to be there.  If not, please remember us in 
your prayers.  
  
Many thanks 
  

Charles Jolly 



Zimbabwe (our C4L Partner) 
 

Commitment for Life continues to work with partners in Zimbabwe 
through the current political and economic uncertainty.  Times have 
changed and C4L no longer concentrates on Silveria House and the 
Dunbane Trust.  This is the annual 'hunger season' made worse by high 
temperatures and below average rains.  Just like Albert, whose story is 
printed below, we, with C4L, won’t give up until we see the country 
restored, with families free from food aid and able to build a life for 
themselves, and their nation. Zimbabwe is in crisis.  
 
It is no surprise that millions are forced to survive on food aid because of 
successive droughts and bad governance.  But Albert Nkomo is 
determined that his family will be self-sufficient. At 60, he is elderly in a 
country with a life expectancy of only 40. But he is determined and 
energetic.   

 
The Zimbabwe Project Trust (ZimPro) has taught him new conservation-
farming techniques. He has applied its four main principles meticulously 
by planting his crops on time, to a high standard, without waste and with 
enthusiasm! Albert has never given up on his goal at any stage, not even 
when he had to do the hard physical work himself, because he had no 
money to pay for younger farm hands. And as a result, he has seen an 
amazing harvest!  
 

 

Now, his extraordinary harvest is also reaping rewards for his community, 
as he passes on what he has learnt. He frequently welcomes other farmers 
to see the rewards of his work. He can then share tips from his experience 
and the detailed records he has kept of different seed types, distribution 
dates and rainfall amounts.   
 
N Dube, project coordinator, says Albert and his family are ‘well on their 
way to kissing food aid goodbye.’ Its work with countless families such 
as Albert’s is essential for keeping hope alive in Zimbabwe today, and 
building for its future.    

Charles Jolly 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
2nd May 
 

 
Vision 4 Life Prayer Year Service with 
Communion – Peter Meek 
 

 
9th May 
 

 
Morning worship - Rob Williams 

 
16th May 
 

 
Morning worship – Peter Meek 

 
23rd May 
 

 
Morning worship – Charles Jolly 

 
30th May 
 

 
Communion Service – Peter Meek 
 



 

             Christian Aid Week 
 
Sunday 9th May 2010 - Saturday 15th May 2010 

�
A special service, which will include the Churches Together Choir, 
will be held at the start of Christian Aid Week on Sunday 9th May at 
6pm at the United Reformed Church. 
 
A Coffee morning will be held on Saturday 15th May from 10:30am 
at the United Reformed Church. 
 
 
Christian Aid  
Formal prayers of intercession 
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What is Christian Aid Week? 
 
1 We are joining with more than 
20,000 churches in an 
unparalleled act of Christian 
witness to our communities – 
showing them we care about 
justice and poor people. 
 
2 Christian Aid has a vision – an 
end to poverty . By being part of 
this week we’re not only funding 
life-changing projects, we’re 
helping tackle the root causes of 
poverty – helping to change the 
world for good. 
 
3 The church has an amazing 
heritage of working for justice. 
Christian Aid Week has run every 
year since soon after the Second 
World War – demonstrating the 
church’s faithfulness to helping 
the poor. 
 
4 In these difficult financial 
times , the world’s poorest people 
need our time, prayers and 
financial support more than ever. 
Christian Aid Week helps us give 
people the opportunity to be 
generous. 
 

 
5 Around 300,000 volunteers 
give their time to deliver 
envelopes door to door and put 
on events. We are part of this 
movement for change. 
 
6 We get money for nothing ! 
Every taxpayer who signs a Gift 
Aid declaration on an envelope is 
giving Christian Aid 28 per cent 
extra – making even more 
development work possible in the 
world’s poorest countries. 
 
7 Christian Aid has successfully 
campaigned on ‘dropping the 
debt’, carbon-declaration reform 
and trade justice. Christian Aid 
Week helps world-wide 
structural change to take place. 
 

A WAY WE CHANGE THE 
WORLD 

Sunday Worship 
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Ascension Day in the Dome 
from the University of Derby Chaplaincy Co-ordinator Buxton 
�
Hi all, 
  
Colin Smith and I would like to invite you to begin Ascension Day 
(Thursday May 13th ) in the Dome. 
 
We will meet at 8:10am just inside the main doors and then hold a 
short 15 minute service on the balcony, starting at 8:15, with some 
singing, readings and prayer focusing on the Ascension. Then, for 
those who have time to stay, we will have breakfast together in the 
Bistro. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Sandra Fach 

Chaplaincy Co-ordinator Buxton, Chaplain 
01332 594376 (x4376) 

The Chaplaincy 
102 Northleigh House 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tom and Joan Neville thank all 
friends for their good wishes and 
lovely plants you gave us on the 
occasion of our Diamond Wedding 
Anniversary. 
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Tideswell Male Voice Choir 
Tickets £6 
At our church 
�

 
Because of ill health, 
Revd. Mark Westerman 
will now be unable to lead our worship on 
��
����	� �� ���
�� �
Please pray for him and his wife, Angela. 
 
 
 
 
 
PLEASE ALSO NOTE there will be a Greenbelt planning meeting on 
Wednesday 19 May at 7.30pm at Blinder House. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

�
 
Lunch Club 
Thursday 6 th May and 3 rd June  
at 1pm in the church hall 
 

Coffee and Conversation  
Thursday 20 thMay and 17 thJune �

at 10.30 am at 13 Darwin Avenue. 
. 
 
 

Prayer & Reflection Meetings 
Alternate Mondays at 7:30 pm 
10th May at 31 Temple Road  
24th May at 7 Wyedale Close 

Home group 
Alternate Mondays at 7:30 pm 

17th May at Blinder House 
 

Church Meeting 
Sunday  16th May 
after the morning service (12 noon approx.)  

Elders Meeting 
Wednesday  26th May (provisional) 

 
 

 
 
 
to be received by 
Eileen and Peter Blane by  
Monday 24 th May 2010 
 

for the June publication. 
We appreciate your contributions so please keep them coming. 
To ensure your magazine is as informative as possible please keep us up-to-date 
with news and events.                 Tel: 01298 27591 or email peter@blane.co.uk 
 

Please also remember to send details of meetings an d events to 
Alison Darby to collate in the church diary. 



 (
���	��
*	���	����������	
 
 
In Bad Oeynhausen as in most German protestant churches now is 
the time of the year when 14 year olds celebrate their confirmation. 
It usually is a great family fete. Detlef and I are looking forward to 
our granddaughter Kaja’s big day this May. 
 
I’d like to share with you Antje Eltzner-Silaschi’s “Thoughts for the 
Week”, written on the occasion of confirmation day 2010 in Bad 
Oeynhausen for a local newspaper: 
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Antje Eltzner-Silaschi, Pastor in Bad Oeynhausen 2010 
 

(translated and abridged by Heike Huschauer) 

 



East Midlands Synod 20 th March 2010 
 

Loughborough United Reformed Church was packed for the 
76th meeting of Synod.  As usual, there was a very full 
agenda, with many detailed reports. Copies of these are 
pinned up on the Synod notice board in the main Hall for you 
to peruse when convenient. A copy of the minutes of Synod 
is also to be found there. It is, however, not possible for 
minutes of the meeting to give a sense of the feeling of 
purpose and progress within the East Midlands as we move 
into the year of Prayer and Spirituality. 
 
PRAYER4LIFE  

The next Synod Meeting is at Blue Coats School on Saturday 12 th June 
from 10.00am - 4.00 pm .  

NB It is not a business meeting. Full details have been sent to the church 
but you can download details and booking form from the East Midlands 
Synod website.  It should be a very stimulating day.  There will be a wide 
range of workshops (including one on Ecocongregations and Transition 
Towns, to be led by yours truly). 
 
Unfortunately, the comments of the Green Apostle on 20th March did not 
make it into the minutes.  But you will see that Synod approved the 
formation of the Local Ecumenical Partnership  between Tideswell URC 
and Tideswell Methodist Church, to be known as Fountain Square 
Church.   
 
The Synod review is progressing well in the three areas of: 
communication, strategy, and using the talents that exist.  The aim in 
particular is to improve the service of Synod to the churches in the light of 
lessons learned since restructuring.  Efforts are being made to find out 
from churches and individuals what training needs they have.  Usefully, 
job-descriptions are being drawn up for Synod posts. Remember, also. 
that if you have email you can sign up for the EMURC e-letter.  And do 
browse the notice board to see what is going on. 

                   Charles Jolly 

Sunday Worship 
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·  Rainbows:  Tues. 5 - 6pm 

Leader: Stephanie Sterndale 
(Mobile Tel No: 07967205209) 
 

·  Brownies:  Tues. 6 – 7:15pm 
Leader: Tracy Ryde 

 (Tel: 01298 79714) 
 

·  Guides:  Tues. 6pm 
Leader: Stephanie Sterndale 
(Mobile Tel No: 07967205209) 
 

·  Pilots:   Thurs. 6:30 - 8pm 
Leader: Di Horne 
(Tel: 01298 83328) 
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