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towards a zero
carbon church
Buxton URC is on its way, says
Charles Jolly
I  t  al l  bcgan l irr  us when a plannccl visi t  to our partuer

I cl iurcl.r  in ( icnnanv tr iggcred r luestions ovcr whcthcr
I aircrat i  cnrissions rverc acccptablc in ir  gooci crrLrsc (surf ircc

travel being iml.rract ical).  A gnrup of r.rs u, i th backqrotrncls
spannirtg gcology, enginccrir.rg, chcnristrv r i trd pl i t 's ics, cleciclecl
to  ta l<e  n  c loscr  loo l i  a t  thc  f inc l ings  o fc l in ta tc  sc ic t r t i s ts .

I )o ing  so  I lac lc  us  f i : c l  much nrorc  acu tc ly  r i rv i r rc  o f 'o r r r
rcspons ib i l i t y  i r t  loca l  levc l  to  p lay  a  ro lc  iu  rcvcrs ing  thc

cr is is  rve  f  acc  as  p lanet .  Ur - r l css  a tn tosphcr ic  g rccnhouse

gas cor )ccn t ra t ions  i i re  rcc luccc l ,  no t  jus t  s tab i l i scd ,  c l i s i rs te r
l i r r  n rany  nr i i v  bc  incv i tab le .  Urge n t  cu ts  in  en- r i ss ions  i r rc
nccc lec l  i f  thc  n 'o r lc l  i s  to  havc  a  gooc l  chance o1 'kccp ing  the
mcan tenrperer l r . r rc  r i se  to  l v i lh in  2" (1 ,  wh i le  a t  thc  s i rn rc
t i rnc  c leve lop ing  cor . rn t r ie  s  nccc l  to  indus t r ia l i se  l i r r thc r  to
ovcrconre  povcr ty .  Many sc icn t is ts  bc l i cve  coLrn t r i cs  l i kc

thc  UK I reec l  bo t l ' r  to  hc lp  thosc  less  dcvc lopec l  anc l  cu t  thc i r
( lO2 ern iss ions  to  zero  w i th in  20  vcars !  

' l ' hc  
60  pcr  ce  n t

cut by 2050 pnrl.roscci in the Clir tratc ( l l ' range bi l l  seenrs
cha l lcng ing  enough.

( l learly, we shoulcl have st irrtcd clccitclcs ago. Stnltger
( lovcrnt.ne nt act ior.r is a nroral irrperatir ,e. [Jut rvho wil l  l istcn

to l luxton UR(l unlcss we ourselves acce.pt the inrPerrrt i lc?
Can wc becorne carbon-neut ra l  by  2030 l , i thou t  c l ' rea t ing
by offsctt ing?

There n as no
support ln ollr group
for the option of
closing - nor can we
afforcl demolit ion
and a carbon neutral
rebr.ri lcl.

Despite its alt itucle
Buxton is not in :r
particularly strong

acting on I
Howard Hutchings explains how his
tackling environmental problems, in r,

he town of
Shrewsbury,
situated as it is

in a loop of the UKi
longest river, the River
Severn, is no stranger to
f' loocling. And the same
is true of Shrewsbury
URC, n'hicl-r is set on the
banks oithe river.

C)ur car park l.ras been
floocled, ancl rve'r'c had to
cirnccl a service because
tl.re church couldn't be
accessed safel,v. As the

waters rcceclecl the caretaker fbuncl f ish swintming happily in the
church cel lars thcy r.vcrc sat 'elv re turneci to the r iver.

Floocl ing in Shrcn'sbtrr ' f  is a resr.r l t  of hear,,v rain that fal ls miles
itrviry in the heacl rvutcrs ctf  the Severn. We are f i tr turrate that in
rccent years ir  new def-ence has been bui l t  ancl the F,nvironrnent
Agency has implemcntecl a series of nteasures giving the town
tit .nc to prcpare for the f lood waters. We also have i trsurirncc.

In f lucnced by  these cxper iences ,  anc l  n ro t i va tcc l  by  our
Christ ian f i i i th, our chr.rrch considerccl r,vhat we coulcl clo to care
f i r r  the  cnv i ronment .

Start ing arouncl f ivc years ago ol lr  house uroups r-rsccl thc
Eco Congregation Bible stucl ies, ancl suitablv ir .rspirccl rvc sct
about  g rcen ing  our  church 's  l i fe  anc l  n r iss ion .  In  200-5  we ga inec l
the Eco-C)ongregatior.r Awarcl.  Since then thc grccn team of

1- ros i t ion  to  hnrncss  th r 'p1y1yr ' r 'o i t ] re  w ind .  Wc usc  l i t t l c  ho t

w i l te r ,  so  so l ; l r  p i rnc ls  have a  low is l ' r  p r io r i t y  and thc  op t ion
ofphotovo l ta ic  ce l l s  cur ren t ly  have low cos t ,bcnc f i t s .

I lut 1l-re olcl  gas boi le r rnacle way f irr  a coudcr.rsnr{ ,  ' rrc
( thanks  to  a  nurnber  o f  gcncrous  don i r t ions l )  and f i rs t

inc l i ca t ions  are  tha t  consun- rp t ion  is  . i0  pcr  cent  c lo rvn .  Green
c lcc t r i c i t y  ta r i f f s?  Therc  i r rc  le t 'gcn t r inc lv  g reen a l te rna t ivcs
f i l r  chtrrch bui lcl ings. (}n rr 'c ir l l i rrcl  ( irocl F,rrergy? ( lan wc

cthical ly r.rot rrf  f i rrcl  ( ioorl  Enc-rg,v!
We"',e dratrgl i t-proof-ecl,  appl ied frrr grants to rcplace olcl

rvinclou's n'rth clouble gl: izecl units anci ir .rvestigatecl the

cl i lTicLrl t  task of ir-rsulat ir .rg roofs (f loors irre t :  \ .en lvorse).

Looking ahead, we've discussed grounrl-source heat-punrprs

rvith manufiictllrers and are very ir-npressecl by what r,r,e'r'e

learnecl of the Christ ian Aicl Cl imate Cl.range March electr ic

n.r inibuses.

Any practical advice fr"om an1.cl ' rurcl-r further clol 'n the

green road wil l  be grateful l l '  receivedl
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